Xli
PRIESTS
I HAVE been fortunate in the course of my life
in knowing, more or less intimately, several
eminent priests; and by this I do not mean
necessarily eminent ecclesiastics ; several famous
ecclesiastics with whom circumstances have
brought me into contact have not been priestly
persons at all ; they have been vigorous, wise,
energetic, statesmanlike men, such as I suppose
the Pontifex Maximus at Rome might have been,
with a kind of formal, almost hereditary, priest-
hood. And, on the other hand, I have known
more than one layman of distinctly priestly
character, priestly after the order of Melchisedec,
who had not, I suppose, received any religious
consecration for his ministry, apart from per-
haps a kingly initiation.
The  essence  of  the  priest   is   that   he  should
believe   himself,   however   humbly   and   secretly,